Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; R factor = 0.072; wR factor = 0.230; data-to-parameter ratio = 26.2.
In the molecule of the title compound, [ZnI 2 (C 14 H 14 N 2 )], the Zn atom is four-coordinated in a distorted tetrahedral geometry by two N atoms of the Schiff base ligand and by two I atoms. The benzene and pyridine rings are oriented at a dihedral angle of 70.75 (3) . The five-membered ring has an envelope conformation. There is a weak -interaction between benzene rings, with a centroid-to-centroid distance of 3.975 (4) Å .
Related literature
For general background, see: Gibson et al. (2007) ; Ittel et al. (2000) ; Gibson & Spitzmesser (2003) ; Bart et al. (2004) ; Sugiyama et al. (2004) ; Kooistra et al. (2004) ; Bouwkamp et al. (2006) . For related literature, see: Dehghanpour et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [ZnI 2 (C 14 (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999 play an important role in the development of coordination chemistry (Gibson et al., 2007) . Aryl-substituted iminopyridine complexes have emerged as a powerful class of catalysts for a host of important bond-forming reactions including olefin polymerization (Ittel et al., 2000; Gibson & Spitzmesser, 2003) , hydrogenation and hydrosilation (Bart et al., 2004) . It is also now well established that iminopyridines are both redox (Sugiyama et al., 2004) and chemically active ligands (Kooistra et al., 2004) participating in electron transfer, addition reactions and deprotonation chemistry (Bouwkamp et al., 2006) . We report herein the crystal structure of the title compound.
In the molecule of the title compound ( Fig. 1 ), the Zn atom is four-coordinated in distorted tetrahedral geometry (Table   1 ) by two N atoms of the Schiff base ligand, and two I atoms. The bond angles around the Zn atom deviate from the ideal tetrahedral geometry (Dehghanpour et al., 2007) . (4) Å.
For the preparation of the title compound, (2,5-dimethyl-N-phenyl)(pyridine-2-yl)methanimine (21.0 mg, 0.1 mmol), and ZnI 2 (31.9 mg, 0.1 mmol) were dissolved in acetonitrile (50 ml). The mixture was stirred for 10 min at room temperature.
The resulting solution was left in air for a few days, giving yellow crystals of the title compound (yield; 79%). Calc.: C 31.75 H 2.67, N 5.29%, found: C 31.79, H 2.49, N 5.31%.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with C-H = 0.93 and 0.96 Å for aromatic and methyl H, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
